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April 3, 2020 

 

The Honorable Alex Azar, Secretary 

U.S. Health and Human Services 

200 Independence Avenue Southwest  

Washington, District of Columbia 20201 

 

Dear Secretary Azar, 

 

A major Congressional priority in the recently enacted Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 

Economic Security (CARES) Act is the “Marshall Plan” for hospitals and other medical 

facilities, with Congress providing $100 billion in funding through the U.S. Department 

of Health and Human Services (HHS) to reimburse health care providers for care or lost 

revenues attributable to the COVID-19 pandemic. This funding is critical to 

strengthening our health care systems and it’s why we urge you to move swiftly to 

distribute these funds to health care providers as expeditiously and equitably as possible, 

including the issuance of clear guidance on the criteria used to qualify for and access the 

funding. 

 

This funding serves an important dual purpose during the COVID-19 emergency. First, 

there are the front-line providers in current and soon-to-be “hot spots” that need direct 

funding to provide the equipment, personnel, and services required to safely treat 

COVID-19 patients. There are also providers who have cancelled treatments or closed 

their offices to comply with social distancing guidelines. Providers in our Congressional 

Districts have lost as many as 80 percent of patient visits due to stay-at-home orders and 

they will not be able to recoup this revenue when this crisis is over. In order to have a 

fully functioning health care system both during this crisis and beyond, the $100 billion 

needs to be distributed directly to health care providers as quickly as possible. No 

hospital can absorb the loss of millions of dollars of revenue in a week and survive. 

 

As HHS develops its criteria for funding, it’s important to consider the following: 

• The complexity of coronavirus cases, lost revenue, actual expenses (including 

medical supplies, equipment, workforce and retrofitting space to treat patients), 

and the expense of coordination and preparedness; 

• Priority disbursements for front line providers, with attention to size of the entity, 

range of services provided, complexity of patients served, number of Medicare 

and Medicaid patients served, whether they serve a rural or medically underserved 

area, and other key characteristics;  

• Current “hot spots” and future “hot spots;” and 

• The importance of getting initial installments to hospitals and other medical 

providers expeditiously to meet the immediate financial and public health 

challenges of the crisis.  
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We urge you to issue guidance expeditiously so that our nation’s health care providers 

can access the critical source of funding Congress provided. We stand ready to work with 

you in any way possible to help America’s families and health care providers 

successfully recover from the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Most gratefully, 

 

   

____________________    ____________________         __________________  

Anna G. Eshoo     Jackie Speier          Barbara Lee 

Member of Congress      Member of Congress         Member of Congress  

 

 

______________________              _______________________ 

Harley Rouda      Tony Cárdenas 

Member of Congress                                     Member of Congress 

 

 

/s/             _______________________ 

Gilbert R. Cisneros, Jr.               Salud O. Carbajal     

Member of Congress      Member of Congress  

 

 

______________________    _______________________ 

Norma Torres      Zoe Lofgren    

Member of Congress      Member of Congress  

 

  

/s/                 _________________ 

John Garamendi     Ami Bera, M.D.  

Member of Congress      Member of Congress  

 

 

______________________    _______________________ 

Jimmy Panetta      Doris O. Matsui   

Member of Congress      Member of Congress  

 

  

______________________    _______________________ 

Scott Peters      Eric Swalwell   

Member of Congress      Member of Congress  

 

 

______________________    _______________________ 

Alan Lowenthal     Susan A. Davis   

Member of Congress      Member of Congress  
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/s/             _______________________ 

Karen Bass      TJ Cox    

Member of Congress      Member of Congress  

 

 

______________________    _______________________ 

Ro Khanna      Grace F. Napolitano 

Member of Congress      Member of Congress  

 

  

______________________    _______________________ 

Mike Levin       Jim Costa 

Member of Congress      Member of Congress  

 

  

______________________    _______________________ 

Jared Huffman      Linda T. Sánchez   

Member of Congress      Member of Congress  

 

  

______________________    _______________________ 

Lucille Roybal-Allard     Judy Chu    

Member of Congress      Member of Congress  

 

  

______________________    _______________________ 

Nanette Diaz Barragán    J. Luis Correa     

Member of Congress      Member of Congress  

  

  

______________________    _______________________ 

Julia Brownley     Juan Vargas    

Member of Congress      Member of Congress  

 

 

______________________    _______________________ 

Brad Sherman      Jimmy Gomez     

Member of Congress      Member of Congress  

 

  

______________________    _______________________ 

Adam B. Schiff      Mark Takano    

Member of Congress      Member of Congress  
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______________________    _______________________ 

Josh Harder      Katie Porter  

Member of Congress      Member of Congress  

 

  

______________________    ________________________ 

Ted W. Lieu      Jerry McNerney     

Member of Congress      Member of Congress 

 

 

______________________ 

Raul Ruiz, M.D. 

Member of Congress   

 

 

 

 

 
 


